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Christmas Lights 12 Days of Christmas Gift Guide

Bigger and better, this year’s 
Christmas light switch on is 
not to be missed! — p4

A whole host of events and 
acts appearing in the build 
up to Christmas — p6

Find the perfect present for 
your loved ones with our 
Christmas gift guide — p26

Celebrate!

Choose from over 50 
restaurants, bars and cafés for 
the perfect evening out! — p11
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Representing over 500 local 
businesses in the city, Chelmsford’s 
Business Improvement District 
(BID), is bringing the voices of the 
city together and investing into core 
areas to benefit and improve our local 
area and ensure that it remains the 
county’s premier destination to work, 
visit and live.

We’ve been busy this year implementing 

various initiatives across the city. Not to 

mention our recent rebrand project – 

Chelmsford For You. The marketing campaign 

has been designed to reflect the level of 

diversity we have. Not just promoting the city 

centre, but putting the whole of Chelmsford 

firmly on the map. We’re passionate about our 

city and with so many reasons to come here, 

we want to shout about it from the rooftops. 

As we step into 2020, our plans for events and 

projects around the city are beginning to take 

shape and we look forward to sharing these 

with you. Only by working with and engaging 

with local people and businesses can we make 

sure that we are delivering above and beyond 

what people want.

We look forward to welcoming you all to our 

Christmas light switch on event on Sunday 

17th November which promises to be more 

spectacular than ever before including the 

launch of our CM1STMAS Community Awards. 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish  

you and your families a very Happy Christmas, 

and a prosperous New Year!

With my very best,

Mike Wray
Mike Wray 
BID Manager
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On Sunday 17th November, come 
and experience the city’s Christmas 

light extravaganza with a bright 
and beautiful display of hanging 

illuminations with movement, animation, 
changing colours and much, much more. 

For the first time, Chelmsford BID will be organising 
 the City’s light switch on making it bigger and  
better than ever before. The event promises to  

shout proudly about everything Chelmsford  
has to offer, creating an abundance of activities  

and areas for everyone of all ages to visit  
and enjoy throughout the entire day. 

With entertainment and activities throughout the city,  
visit the Town Sign Stage for acoustic acts, comedians  

and storytelling or take a wander through The Bearded  
Gypsy Trade Fayre Market on Stone Bridge. Enjoy arts  
and crafts on Springfield Road or perhaps you would  

prefer to visit the Après Ski Bar in the Bond Street  
Bowl. There really is something for everyone!

This year the city’s Christmas lights will be 
switched on by four carefully chosen community 
heroes voted for by the public in the Chelmsford 
CM1STMAS Community Awards.

The awards are all about honouring the achievements 
of inspiring individuals who contribute their time and 
effort to benefit and improve the parishes of Chelmsford. 
Nominations fall under four unique categories: 

Inspirational Young Person | Inspirational Adult 
Community Champion | Environmental Champion

Votes can be cast by visiting:  
www.chelmsfordforyou.co.uk/chelmsford-awards.  
The winner from each category will be invited to take 
part in the all-important ‘switch-on’ and receive their 
certificate on stage in front of the whole city!

And if all that just isn’t enough, the City centre will also 
enjoy two Christmas trees displayed outside John Lewis 
and Barclays Bank. As in previous years, the tree lights 
will be turned off on 2nd December in preparation 
for the annual ‘Farleigh Hospice Light Up a Life’ event 
where we remember those who have lost loved ones.
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CHRISTMAS LIGHTS SWITCH ON EVENT SCHEDULE

MAIN STAGE

TOWN SIGN STAGE

STONE BRIDGE

SPRINGFIELD ROAD

BOND STREET BOWL

CITY CENTRE

CITY CENTRE

2-5pm compered by BBC Essex

2-5pm Acoustic Acts, Comedians & Storyteller

12-6pm DJs & The Bearded Gypsy Trade Fayre Market 

Arts & Crafts

Après Ski Bar 

2-5pm Walkabout acts

5pm Fireworks
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There’s something magical happening in Chelmsford this 
Christmas. With a whole programme of events and acts 

appearing throughout the city, there is something  
for everyone. A packed schedule  

which is not to be missed….

2 NUTCRACKER  
STILT WALKERS 

Life-size moving Nutcracker statues create a 
festive and magical scene playing homage  

to this beautiful and iconic ballet.

The Christmas Light Switch-on is 
being made even more festive this 

year with the amazing Elf Show! 
Come and see the Christmas elves 

perform incredible, captivating, 
festive acrobatics!

THE ELF SHOW 

Sunday 17th Nov

ONE

These lords a leaping at dizzying 
heights will have you mesmerized as 

they perform throughout  
the City centre.

TEN LORDS A LEAPING 

Sunday 8th Dec

7

GINGERBREAD  
CHARACTERS
Sunday 24th Nov

Theses lovable characters will be making an 
appearance, handing out sweet treats to our 

Christmas shoppers. 

ROLLER SKATING 
PUDDINGS 

Saturday 30th Nov

These cheeky comedy 
characters will be appearing 

in the City centre - larger 
than life and full of festive 
spirit they will captivate 

you with their entertaining 
performances.

CHRISTMAS BRASS QUARTET
Sunday 1st Dec

Bringing seasonal cheer to get you in the mood 
for your Christmas shopping, the Brass quartet 
will be playing a mix of well-known carols and 

more modern pop classics. 

FIVE VICTORIAN  
CAROL SINGERS 

Saturday 7th Dec

THE GRINCH 

Sunday 22nd Dec

An oldie, but a goody, join the carol singers 
for a good old-fashioned Christmas concert 

singing all your festive favourites.

Come and meet everyone’s favourite disgruntled 
Christmas character. The Grinch will be dropping by 
for a visit, posing for photos with your little ones and 

spreading his infamous Christmas joy.

Santa and his little helpers will be 
spreading the Christmas cheer 

throughout the city. But have you 
been naughty, or have you been nice?

SANTA AND THE ELVES 

Saturday 14th Dec

EIGHT

6

9
GRANNY TURISMO

Sunday 15th Dec

The world’s first, and only, shopping 
trolley dance display team! Don’t miss 

these fabulous Grannies with their 
pumping tunes and comedy  

dance-offs. Fun for all!

TEN

It doesn’t get more magical than this. 
High-impact drumming, dynamic 

choreography and beautiful lighting 
design, the drummers will be putting 

on a ‘glowing’ performance.

SPARK! DRUMMERS 

Saturday 21st Dec

11

Saturday 23rd Nov 4

3

12
THE UK GOSPEL CHOIR  

Tuesday 24th Dec
With their unique blend of close harmonies and ability to 
mix traditional gospel with jazz, soul, blues, classical and 
latin styles, The UK Gospel Choir will sweetly serenade 

you into Christmas Eve.
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Take some time out from all that Christmas 
shopping and step inside Chelmsford’s new 
flagship leisure centre for a magical winter 
ice skating experience at one of the best 
rinks in the East of England.

Riverside is located right in the heart of the city - skate 

whatever the weather and warm up with some mulled 

wine and a delicious mince pie in the mezzanine café. 

Not a skater, but still find yourself needing a break from 

the crowds this festive season, then there are plenty of 

other ways to have some time to yourself at Riverside. 

The centre, which opened in June, also has a 25m 

swimming pool, learner pool, flume, 130-station gym, 

two exercise studios, a spin studio, sports hall, créche, 

soft play and a large café overlooking River Chelmer. 

For more information call 01245 606606 or visit 

chelmsford.gov.uk/leisure-centres/what/ice-skating

ICE RINK
Festive weekend sessions, complete with 
snow machine and Christmas music, will run 
throughout December until Christmas Eve. 
Keep an eye out too for the centre’s popular 
ice show in the new year, when ‘Beauty and 
the Beast’ will be coming to Riverside.

Riverside
Leisure Centre

tis the
season‘

Monday 25th November – Sunday 5th January -  
The ever-popular Snow Garden held in The 

Meadows. Situated in the middle of the mall,  

children can throw snowballs, make snow angels 

and play for as long or as little as they wish in the 

fabulous fake snow.

SNOW GARDEN

Every weekend before Christmas in December - 
Plenty of fun for all ages, appearing in Chelmsford for 

the first time will be a giant inflatable toboggan run. 

Situated in The Meadows, the toboggan ride will be 

a free activity for all ages to enjoy, so channel your 

inner cool runnings!

TOBOGGAN RUN

Early December - In association with Age UK Essex, 

the giving tree will be in The Meadows, featuring 

tags with gift ideas for those in the local community 

that the charity supports. Gifts can be dropped off at 

Customer Services and will be distributed by Age UK 

Essex at Christmas.

THE CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE

Friday 13th December - Head down to the 

Chelmsford Museums where the Boris Bear Cubs 

team will be running Christmas-themed craft sessions 

for children aged 18 months to 4 years. Share stories 

and rhymes, explore objects and have fun  

making something to take home. 

CHRISTMAS CRAFT SESSIONS

Saturday 30th November - High Chelmer will be 

hosting its Secret Santa event - families are invited to 

help Santa’s elves to collect Christmas presents for 

children from Farleigh Hospice. Visitors will receive a 

gift idea and can purchase the item for the elves to 

add to the giant stocking.

SECRET SANTA EVENT

Thursday 12th and Friday 13th December - 
Chelmsford City Racecourse will be hosting race 

day shared Christmas parties. The evening includes 

Christmas dinner and racing followed by the chance 

to dance the night away.

RACE DAY CHRISTMAS PARTIES

Saturday 23rd and Sunday 24th November - 
The Helen Rollason Cancer Charity Christmas 

Gift and Food Fair will take place at Chelmsford 

City Racecourse. This popular event showcases 

independent gift retailers, food sellers and  

live entertainment.  

CHARITY CHRISTMAS GIFT & FOOD FAIR

Thursday 26th December - the Boxing Day Derby, 

held at Chelmsford City Football Club, promises to be 

a Christmas cracker. Chelmsford City FC are at home 

to local rivals Braintree Town FC. The game kicks off 

at 3pm – a great day out with friends and family.

BOXING DAY DERBY

Throughout December - until Christmas Eve, get 

your skates on and head down to Riverside for 

the festive weekend sessions, complete with snow 

machine and Christmas music.

FESTIVE SKATING SESSIONS



Nights out
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Bar&Beyond
This late-night bar and nightclub is 

the perfect place to dance the night 
away with an extensive drinks  

menu to boot.

Be@One
With over 100 cocktails on the 

menu, this bar is an institution with 
something to suit any penchant! 
With a party atmosphere, they 
have the music and the drinks 

covered. You just have to turn up!COURTYARD
Great for day and night. Relax and 

unwind in the lounge area  
or challenge your friends to  

a game of pool.

SLUG & LETTUCE
Overlooking the river, this firm 
favourite offers something for 

everyone with great drinks deals  
and resident weekend DJs.

Everyman 
Cinema

It’s cinema, but with a difference. 
From the décor to the waiter food 

and drinks service, coupled with the 
comfy sofa seating, it’s a real treat.

CTZN
With a stylish terrace and two floors 
of dancefloor, CTZN Bar and Grill is 

not only the benchmark night  
out in Essex, but also a  
must attend restaurant.

The Bootmaker
Enjoy a relaxed atmosphere 
and plenty of character, with 
an impressive stash of gins, 
contemporary cocktails and  

time-honoured classics. 

Wine Cellar
This independent venue’s 

personal touches set them apart 
from the rest. Enjoy an evening 
choosing from their extensive 

drinks menu in this cosy  
basement bar.

Mojo
This place has everyone’s  

needs covered - with pool tables, 
table tennis challenges, darts 

competitions and a host of retro 
games as well as live sports  

and club nights.

Counter  
Culture Games

Their aim is simple – to bring people 
and boardgames together. Pop 

along to the café to enjoy a game 
or two.

BAR SEVEN
One of Chelmsford’s hidden gems, a 
cosy bar with music by jukebox and 

open late every night.

Pop World
With a good variety of music on 

offer, great drinks served from bars 
and a multicoloured dance floor, 

what else could you possibly want 
on a night out? 

Walkabout
Looking for a chilled one with your 
mates or a place to catch the big 

game? Walkabout have got  
your back.

ODEON CINEMA
With eight screens showing the 

latest blockbuster films, you can treat 
yourself to premier seat upgrades, 
hot dogs, popcorn, Ben & Jerry’s.

Whether its date nights or late nights. Quiet night or club night. Girls night or boys 
night out, Chelmsford has cafés, bars and clubs aplenty to cater for every taste. 

Chelmsford City Centre has also been awarded Purple Flag status, which means that it offers visitors an 

entertaining, diverse and more importantly, safe and enjoyable night out for everyone.

The Blind P ig
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LIST of  INGREDIENTS

50ml east London liquor gin

Mix the ingredients together in a cocktail shaker and shake with ice.  
Strain. Serve in a tall glass over ice and top with Mediterranean tonic.  
Garnish with grapefruit slice

4-6 basil leaves

Serve Enjoy

Repeat Often

40ml grapefruit juice

5ml elderflower cordial

METHOD of CREATING the PERFECT CHRISTMAS TIPPLE

6

The 
Bottle Bureau

Our friends at the Bottle Bureau have  
the recipe for the perfect christmas tipple.

Whether it’s to reward yourself  after  
a successful day of  present shopping  

or to cope wih the impending holiday visit 
from the in-laws, their head mixologist 

promises that their gin speciality  
is the perfect tonic.

Handful of  ice cubes

Grapefruit slice

THE BOTTLE BUREAU’S CHRISTMAS CLASSIC
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Nestled amongst 574 acres of beautifully landscaped parkland 
is the historic grade II listed Hylands Estate. The perfect place 

for the whole family to enjoy, the grounds of the estate offer 
visitors a café, information centre, formal Victorian Gardens, 

ancient woodlands as well as an award-winning  
children’s adventure playground.

lso situated in its grounds is the elegant and 
beautifully renovated neo-classical Hylands 
House. The opulent period interiors provide 

the perfect venue for weddings, celebrations and 
business events with its lavish reception rooms and 
sweeping views of the Essex countryside. 

You’ll also enjoy wondering through the Stables, home 
to a thriving community of resident artists including 
glass making and jewellers where you can make your 
own Christmas decorations and gifts.

With a list of popular seasonal events both within the 
House and the Park, the Hylands Estate is the perfect 
place to visit and explore with the family. 

Outside, you can browse the stalls of the farmers’ 
market and take a Christmas stroll. Or start the 
festive season off in style with a trip to the Frost 
Fair from 29th November-1st December. You’ll find 
more than a hundred exhibitors bringing a selection 
of original crafts, unique gifts and fine foods along 

with entertainment and delicious treats. With  
Father Christmas in attendance on all three days, 
a trip to the Frost Fair is a great way to get in the 
holiday mood. 

And if all that isn’t quite enough to satisfy that festive 
feeling, experience the drama of an Agatha Christie 
mystery and pit your wits against those of the world’s 
most famous fictional detective. An evening at the 
Christmas soiree, A.Christie Christmas, courtesy of  
The Cameo Players, begins traditionally enough,  
with a household celebrating Christmas, but events 
soon take an unexpected turn. Runs from  
9th-11th December.

For younger visitors, panto returns to Hylands on 
27th and 28th December and this time around, Dick 
Whittington and his cat will be paying the estate a 
visit on their way to make their fortune in London. 
Performances of this family show take place in the 
Grand Pavilion with plenty of refreshments available  
to keep you in the Christmas spirit.

A



The historic County Hotel, built in 
1927, is rich in period features from the 
elaborate entrance to the curved bay 
windows. With 50 stylish bedrooms, 
Samphire restaurant, five meeting rooms, 
the Rainsford Bar and Lounge, outdoor 
terrace and elegant ballroom, the County 
Hotel is perfect for any occasion. 

Popular for family functions, birthdays, weddings, 
celebrations of life, afternoon teas, corporate 
conferences, meetings and training sessions, 
guests can expect a friendly and professional 
customer service in a beautiful environment. The 
County Hotel is part of Classic British Hotels and 
has a rosette for its amazing food and afternoon 
teas. It’s also a Visit England and AA accredited 
4-star hotel and received a Gold Green Tourism 
award for its environmental initiatives.

Experience the award-winning Samphire 
restaurant this Christmas. Enjoy a two or three 
course festive feast where the welcoming 
team will provide everything you need for the 
most fabulous celebration, available between 
1st November and 31st December (excluding 
Christmas Day). Or treat someone special to a 
festive afternoon tea.

On Christmas Day, come and enjoy a wonderfully 
festive celebration. With a magnificent three-
course buffet and carvery lunch served in the 
beautifully decorated ballroom or restaurant for 
a truly magical day for you to enjoy with your 
friends and family.
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HYDEHall

Hyde Hall

HYDE
RHS

Hall
Nestled in the heart of rural Chelmsford, 

enjoy the peace and tranquillity of 

RHS Hyde Hall. With its eclectic mix 

of traditional and modern styles, the 

landscape embraces superb ornamental 

horticulture, wild woodlands, majestic 

meadows and stylish gardens that 

embrace new ways of thinking about 

our world and our future. From global 

produce to dry climates, winter wonders, 

courtyard gardens and arboreta, RHS 

Hyde Hall delivers something  

for everyone.

If strolling through the gardens leaves 

you hungry, RHS Hyde Hall’s passion for 

outstanding food won them the Field 

to Fork Award at the Essex Life Food 

& Drink Awards. The chefs create and 

deliver a high standard of local, fresh and 

seasonal fare using produce from their 

own vegetable garden. The Gardeners 

Rest Restaurant looks out over the iconic 

Dry Garden and rolling Essex countryside 

with customer favourites including 

hearty soups, pies, salads, pasta and 

scrumptious cakes. The Clover Café offers 

a range of speciality teas, coffees, cakes 

and sandwiches. There’s also a tempting 

range of cooked items for both breakfast 

and lunch.

For more information visit: 
rhs.org.uk/gardens/hyde-hall

20th - 21st November  
Christmas Shopping Evening 
A Christmas shopping extravaganza at RHS 
Garden Hyde Hall is not one to be missed. 
Visit Santa in his Grotto and splash out in 
the Christmas Market.

22nd - 24th November 
Christmas Gift and Craft Fair 
The Christmas Gift and Craft Fair  
is the perfect opportunity to buy unique 
gifts for family and friends from small 
independent traders. 

23rd November 
Winter Choir Concert
The Choir, The Witch & The Wardrobe -  
RHS Hyde Hall will host a very special 
‘Ice Cold’ choir concert this Christmas. 
Capturing the magical world of Narnia, the 
voices of 100 choir singers will defrost the 
coldest of hearts with a concert of beautiful 
winter-themed songs.

29th November – 1st December  
6th - 8th December 
13th - 15th December  
Children’s Magic of Christmas
Children will enjoy a special Christmas 
story and the chance to meet the big man 
himself. You can also get creative with a 
Christmas craft to take home with you.



Located in the centre of Chelmsford City 
Centre, the Cloudfm County Ground is  

not just a cricket ground.

With a range of recently refurbished facilities and 

rooms available, Essex Cricket caters for any occasion, 

fulfilling every requirement to ensure your event 

is one to remember. From weddings, conferences, 

banquets, events, corporate days to Christmas parties. 

The cricket ground also hosts regular live music 

events throughout the year.

The ground has capacity for 6,500 and has been 

home to the Essex County Cricket Club since 1967. 

The Club is one of the 18 major county clubs which 

take part in first class English domestic leagues. 

Founded in 1876, the club had minor county status 

until 1894 when it was promoted to first-class status 

pending its entry into the County Championship in 

1895. Since then the team has played in every top-

level domestic cricket competition in England. You 

can also catch the limited overs team, the Essex 

Eagles, at the ground.

ESSEX
COUNTY
CRICKET GROUND

Back for its third year running, the popular 
skate rink takes its place in the bowl,  
once again transforming Bond Street  
into a majestical winter oasis.

Whether you’re pirouetting or gliding along with the 

aid of the penguin pushers, the rink provides a truly 

magical and unforgettable experience for the whole 

family throughout December and into the New Year.

Running from 14th December – 5th January,  

head on over to bondstreetchelmsford.co.uk to  

book your tickets.

LET’S
GO
SKATING
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This year there’s fun for both skaters and 

spectators at the Après Ski Bar offering a 

choice of festive drinks to treat yourself 

and refuel after your skate session. The 

Alpine winter themed Ski Lodge bar is the 

go-to spot with winter cocktails including 

The Slippery Slope and the Winter Berry 

Mojito, mulled wine, frosty biers and of 

course, hot chocolate. Relax in the heated 

outdoor area tucked under a blanket or 

bring your friends and book one of the 

cosy mini chalets (for up to 10 people).

Running from 17th November. For more 

information and to book your chalet visit  
TheApresBar.com/Chelmsford

APRÉS
SKI BAR
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& ESSEX REGIMENT MUSEUM

Chelmsford City Museum and Essex Regiment Museum sit at the heart of 
the city’s beautiful Oaklands Park. The Victorian Grade II listed house 
reopened this summer after a complete refurbishment, with the addition  
of The Hive café, new exhibition spaces, interactive displays, immersive  

video installations and atmospheric audio to bring the story  
of the city and the wider region to life.

amilies can take part in the museum’s 
popular History Hackers challenge during 
the Christmas holidays where young visitors 

will be able to catch up with some of the city’s 
superheroes as they take on their next adventure. 
Activity booklets are available free of charge.

In December, visitors will also have a chance to 
catch ‘Edward Bawden The Storyteller’ exhibition. 
On the 30th anniversary of his death, this exhibition 
will showcase some of this renowned local artist’s 
wonderful illustrations, humour and sense of style. 

Celebrate Yuletide in the galleries after hours on 
Thursday 12th December and find out all about the 
winter solstice and end of year beliefs. Enjoy mulled 
wine and other seasonal treats as you roam around 
the collections and discover untold stories during a 
themed talk and tour. You’ll also have the chance 
to get creative and make a Christmas wreath while 
listening to live entertainment from a local artist.  

The museum is open Monday to Sunday, 10am to  
5pm and general entry is free*.

*Some events, activities and exhibitions will incur an additional cost –  

for more details visit chelmsford.gov.uk/museums/visit/chelmsford-museum/

29th November – 5th January 
It just wouldn’t be Christmas without a panto 
and this year’s high-flying Peter Pan promises 
to bring a magical sparkle to the city’s Civic 
Theatre. Fly to Neverland with Peter, Wendy, 
John and Michael as they take on the dashing 
but villainous Captain Hook and his band of 
dastardly pirates. With magnificent scenery, 
dynamic dance routines and an abundance  
of comedy.

13th - 14th December
Or why not join Santa and his friends in ‘Santa 
in love’ - a fun-filled family musical with games, 
giggles and all your favourite Christmas songs. 
Have you ever wanted to know a Christmas 
secret? Maybe you’d like to know where the 

fairy on top of the Christmas tree comes from, 
why you never see a Christmas elf, or what 
exactly happened to Frosty the Snowman? 
This adorable show is perfect for pre-schoolers 
and the jolly man himself will be on hand after 
the event to meet your little ones and (most 
importantly), give them a present. 

Monday 16th December
And, just when you thought it couldn’t get any 
better, festive classic, White Christmas, will be 
playing on the big screen at Chelmsford City 
Theatre’s Picture House. Travel back to the 
1940s and join Bing Crosby, Danny Kaye and 
Rosemary Clooney for this much-loved film 
that defines the holiday season like no other.  

For more information visit:  

chelmsford.gov.uk/theatres/whats-on/civic-theatre/
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Chelmsford’s Civic and Cramphorn Theatres entertain 
audiences from Essex and beyond with everything from 

one-off art house shows to big household names. Situated 
in the heart of the city the theatres have a wide range of 
shows for everyone to enjoy all year round with a packed 

schedule throughout the Christmas period.

Chelmsford City

F
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Established in 1878, Chelmsford City 
Football Club’s team has gone from 
strength to strength in recent years. The 
‘Clarets’, as they are more affectionately 
known, currently play in The Conference 
South league.

Match days are the perfect day out for all the family! 

The community environment at the club continues to 

grow each season, with four-figure crowds regularly 

getting behind the team.

Based at the Melbourne Community Stadium, the 

famous Clarets Clubhouse Bar is open on match days, 

serving breakfast and snacks. The stadium also offers 

venue hire for private events, parties and weddings 

and hosts regular live music events on a Friday 

evening as well as Legend evenings, Sunday night 

bingo and regular comedy nights. Not to be missed!

Chelmsford City
Football Club

CLARETSTHE

ith fantastic facilities positioned 
in 150 acres of land, Chelmsford 

City Racecourse is the perfect setting for 
race days, live-music concerts, family fun 
days, food festivals, conferences, obstacle 
races, Arabian race fixtures and wedding 
exhibitions to name just a few.

Quickly becoming one of Essex’s hottest venues, 

next year’s events list is already shaping up nicely 

including Ladies Day and Gentleman’s Day.

This really is the place for a fun  
family day out, time with friends  
and corporate events. 

Not only is it the newest racecourse in Britain, but 

it is also one of only five fully floodlit, all-weather 

tracks in the UK. It has even been shortlisted for an 

architectural award thanks to its sleek design. The 

Parade Ring allows race-goers to see the horses and 

their owners and jockeys close up before each race – 

the perfect opportunity to choose your winner!

In addition to the large Sports Bar, the racecourse also 

boasts three restaurant areas. The Club Restaurant 

enjoys 360 degree views of the racecourse and fine 

dining. The Fairwood Restaurant provides a more 

laid-back dining experience and the Grill Kitchen is 

for those who want a more casual bite.
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From
BOND

STREET

 To
HIGH
STREET

With a John Lewis department store, 25 luxury shops, 
seven riverside restaurants and a five screen Everyman 

Cinema, Bond Street Chelmsford has everything you 
need this Christmas, whether you’re buying presents or 

celebrating with friends and family.

Visit fashion brands such as The White Company, 

Joules, Oasis, Cath Kidston, Accessorize, Fat Face, 

White Stuff, Schuh, The North Face, Timberland, 

Bravissimo and Whistles. We are also home to 

infamous fashion houses such as Ralph Lauren,  

Hugo Boss and Giorgio Armani.

Stock up on stocking-fillers from the  

award-winning Hotel Chocolat, Tiptree, Foyles, 

L’Occitane en Provence, Flying Tiger Copenhagen,  

Ellis Brigham and Whitewall Galleries.

Celebrate the festive season at the pop up Après 

Bar, Byron Burger, ASK Italian, Prezzo, Bill’s,  

Loch Fyne or Las Iguanas, or get cosy in front of 

a film at Everyman Cinema. Bond Street offers a 

wide range of quality dining options with  

riverside views and seating.

Nestled between the beautiful River Can and 
the peaceful parkland setting lies Chelmsford 
High Street. With boutiques offering designer 
labels, to all your favourite high street brands 
– Marks & Spencer, Debenhams, Monsoon, 
Accessorize, Claire’s, 02, Paperchase, H&M, 
WH Smith, Waterstones, Fraser Hart, Charles 
Fish, Superdrug to name but a few, there really 
is something for everyone.

If its dining you’re after, there’s plenty of choice from YoSushi, 

Five Guys and Middletons to more casual eateries like Pret  

A Manger and Costa.

Visit at the weekend (Friday & Saturday) and enjoy the 

outdoor market right in the centre of the high street. Offering 

everything from artisan breads, fish, pastries, olives, fruit, 

hand-made sausages and award-winning pies, amongst 

other delicious gourmet produce, it has everything you need 

for that Christmas prep – or just a little indulgence!

Chelmsford High Street really does offer a first-class shopping 

experience. The perfect location to enjoy both leisure and 

retail outside the hustle and bustle of London, all just 30 

minutes away by train. It’s the perfect place to meet friends 

and enjoy some retail therapy.



The perfect place to meet, eat and shop. Located 
in the heart of the city centre between the River 

Can and River Chelmer, The Meadows is the ideal 
shopping destination for those everyday essentials, 

as well the occasional splurge.

Shop till you drop at Ann Summers, Roman, Warren James,  

Western Computer, Card Factory, Boots, Hawkins Bazaar, Priest 

Brothers, Wilkos, Blue Sky Printing and The Works. Or unwind  

in one of the great restaurants and cafés – Wildwood, Preto,  

Muffin Break, Costa, and BB’s. The choice is yours.

There’s plenty to keep the kids amused this holiday season too – 

check out the snow garden from 25th November, making its return 

from last year, children can play for as long as they wish in the 

fabulous fake snow. Or perhaps the giant inflatable toboggan run is 

more your style – free for everyone and situated in the heart of the 

mall open every weekend  before Christmas in December.

The Meadows will be open till 8pm for Christmas shopping on 

Thursday 5th and 12th December then from Monday 16th – 

Saturday 21st December and Monday 23rd December for those 

last-minute gifts. Life Church will be on hand on Saturday 7th 

December to provide Christmas shoppers with a  

free gift-wrapping service.

In the centre of Chelmsford, High Chelmer offers 
a fantastic mix of retail powerhouses including 

Topshop, River Island, Next, Primark, Office, the 
Disney Store and many more. There are brilliant 

independent names too, making it the  
go-to destination for tracking down all those  

must-have Christmas gifts and surprises.

During a fun day shopping up a storm, refuel at The Exchange 

which is home to the likes of Turtle Bay, Banana Tree, Turquoise 

Kitchen and Côte Brasserie. Bourgee, the steak and lobster 

specialist, is also returning to Chelmsford just in time for the  

festive season. Each restaurant serves as a top spot for a  

Christmas party, hosting a family celebration or enjoying  

a festive brunch with a difference.

‘Tis the season for giving at High Chelmer, come and join the 

secret Santa event where families are invited to help Santa’s elves 

with a special mission to collect Christmas presents for children 

from Farleigh Hospice. Shoppers will receive a gift idea - which 

doubles up as their Secret Santa – and will be encouraged to 

purchase the item for the elves to add to the shopping centre’s 

giant stocking. There will also be a fun art and craft workshop, 

where little ones can create a card to send Christmas wishes to 

their Secret Santa, which will be sent alongside the presents.

2 4  | C M 1 S T M A S . C O . U K C M 1 S T M A S . C O . U K  | 2 5



2 6  | C M 1 S T M A S . C O . U K C M 1 S T M A S . C O . U K  | 2 7

GIFTS FOR
C M 1 S T M A S

GIFTS FOR
C M 1 S T M A S

 1
 1

 6

 6

 7

 7 8

 8

 9

 4

 4

5

5

2

2

 3

 3

1. Joules - Onside long sleeve stripe rugby shirt, £59.95  2. Whitestuff - Mens Manicure Kit, £20  3. John Lewis - Wireless Airpods with charging case, £199  4. Whitestuff - Whiskey & Ginger Fudge, £6.50  5. John Lewis - Bose 700 Noise Cancelling Over-Ear Wireless Bluetooth Headphones, £349.95   6. John Lewis - Fujifilm X-T30, £899.99  7. Whitestuff - Colourblock Cardholder, £12.50  8. Whitestuff - Whisky Lovers Playing Cards, £10

1. John Lewis - Bobbi Brown Molten Drama Eyeshadow Palette, £49.50   

2. John Lewis - Gucci Unisex Timeless Leather Strap Watch, £680   

3. John Lewis - Dyson Airwrap Complete, £449  4. Joules - Rita fluffy  

dressing gown, £39.95  5. Whitestuff - Heart Leather Bag Charm, £9.95   

6. Pandora - Dangling Blue Round Sparkling Ring, £60  7. Whitestuff - Lucy 

Gloves, £29.95  8. Whistles - Green circle resin earrings, £22  9. John Lewis - 

Mulberry Small Bayswater Tote, Deep Amber, £695



CITY OF  
CHELMSFORD MANY PEOPLE WITH A 

LEARNING DISABILITY 
STILL EXPERIENCE LACK 
OF UNDERSTANDING, 
DISCRIMINATION AND 
DIFFICULTY ACCESSING 
MAINSTREAM SERVICES. 
HOWEVER, WITH 
THE RIGHT SUPPORT, 
MOST CAN LEAD 
INDEPENDENT LIVES. 
Helena Nussey “

“

Since it started back in 1951, City of Chelmsford Mencap 

has been providing life-changing services for children 

and adults with learning disabilities across mid-Essex, 

making sure they receive the necessary care and 

support they need to help live life to the full.

Each year, a team of just 12 members of staff and 45 

invaluable volunteers help support over 350 individuals 

by providing social clubs, youth clubs, short break 

schemes and lifelong learning. Not only that, but it also 

provides information and support services for their 

families and carers too. 

Learning disability is a reduced intellectual ability and 

difficulty with everyday activities which affects someone 

for their whole life. This includes individuals with specific 

conditions, such as Down Syndrome, birth trauma or 

early childhood illnesses. Their learning disability may 

be mild, moderate or severe and many may also have 

associated sensory and physical impairments. 

Helena Nussey from City of Chelmsford Mencap 

explains: “People with a learning disability may take 

longer to learn and require additional support to 

develop new skills, understand complex information 

and interact with other people. Each individual has their 

own needs and capabilities but understanding what 

these are can help ensure each individual is supported 

in the right way.”

From its office on Mildmay Road, the charity runs a 

whole range of activities. Gateway Juniors, a weekly 

youth club aimed at young people aged 16-25, offers 

everything from sports and dance workshops to arts and 

crafts, puzzles and quizzes.

It’s Outreach Academy provides 
opportunities for adults and helps students 
to develop their social, work and life skills 
in a safe and supported environment that 
enables them to reach their potential. This 
Lifelong learning service runs student led 
courses 50 weeks a year, responding to the 
interests of students and building courses 
around what they want to do.

The charity also helps its members access 

community amenities and events in the local area 

helping to build relationships with local businesses. 

Some of this years projects have included helping 

to tend the gardens at Broomfield Hospital and 

running rhyme time sessions in the local library. Its 

Awesome Beats Collective choir is also building itself 

an impressive reputation, performing at local events 

and its Memory Lane initiative is currently touring 

care homes to help those suffering with dementia. 

While it is affiliated to it, the City of Chelmsford 

Mencap is a local, independent charity which 

receives no funding from national Mencap, relying 

solely on grants and donations to fund it’s day to 

day running. A big part of its fundraising effort is  

an annual four-day Christmas market held in  

Bond Street this year from 28th November to 

1st December. 

The market is made up of local independent 

businesses selling arts and crafts, Christmas gifts, 

locally made produce, street food vendors, cafe 

and lots more. There will also be performances from 

the dance group and Mencap’s very own choir, 

Awesome Beats Collective, as well as live music 

across the weekend from a host of local musicians.

But the market and other fundraising events are not 

just about collecting donations and raising much 

needed money. It’s also about raising awareness 

within the community and widening the circle of 

support, building relationships and showcasing what 

those with learning disabilities can achieve. 

If you would like to find out how you can get 

involved either through business partnerships, 

donations or volunteering, head over to the 

City of Chelmsford Mencap website to find out 

more: www.cityofchelmsfordmencap.org.uk.
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Quadrant, owned by the Chelmsford Star Co-operative Society, has been trading in the City 

for over 150 years. Offering a wide range of well-built furniture, countless exclusive fashion 

ranges that can’t be found elsewhere locally, an independent travel agent offering one 

of the widest ranges of holidays, foreign currency and an award-winning restaurant. 

Quadrant quite literally is your one stop shop.

The ever-popular ‘Festive Find’ package will be available during the 

Christmas period offering gifts for him and her, family games and 

food related gifts. As part of Chelmsford Star, the Essex-based 

independent co-operative, Quadrant reinvests 30% of 

its turnover back into the local economy, and to the 

community directly. This ‘30p in every £1’ support  

recently helped the store to win ‘Best In  

Community’ in the Essex Business Awards.

This year M&S is on hand to help you create 
your most stress-free Christmas yet. Whether 

it’s solving customers’ ‘Turkey Terror’, with 
the new fool-proof ‘Perfect Turkey’, or helping 

them cater to guests with different dietary needs, 
M&S has it covered. For the first time this year, 

customers can host an entirely vegan Christmas 
dinner, from creative canapes through to decadent 
desserts, with some mouth-watering vegan pigs in 

“duvets” for good measure! 

M&S Chelmsford Store Manager, Gary Ridgeon said; “To make festive 

entertaining as easy as possible for our customers we’ve created the ultimate 

range of seasonal delights. Covering every element, from delicious canapés to 

festive showstoppers and everything in between, every Christmas product  

has been designed to help keep time in the kitchen stress-free.”

With over 30 brands to choose from across homeware, beauty, men’s, women’s. 
baby and kids, Debenhams has you covered this Christmas. With stacks of 
Christmas gifts on offer you’ll find something for everyone.

Spread across two floors, the women’s collection includes brands such as 

Savannah Miller, Jasper Conran, Wallis, Dorothy Perkins, Oasis, Phase Eight,  

Coast, Principles and Red Herring. For men, choose from Levi,  

Fred Perry, Jack & Jones, and Hammond by Patrick Grant amongst 

others and a wide collection of footwear, nightwear, loungewear 

and other accessories. There’s also an extensive choice of 

children’s clothing and toys for those extra special  

treats for the little ones.

When all that shopping gets too much, take yourself 

for a well-deserved treat at one of two in-store 

restaurants.

As the first John Lewis to open its doors in 
Essex, the store offers over 65,000 products 
and the largest beauty hall out of all John 
Lewis’s full-line department stores with 7,900 sq ft 
of premium beauty counters.

With a wide choice of presents, clothing and homeware, 

the store features fashion brands including M.A.C, Ralph 

Lauren, Whistles, Mulberry, Finery and John Lewis’s  

own-brand luxury womenswear label, Modern Rarity. If that’s 

not enough, the shop brings together some of the best services 

that John Lewis has to offer; from a Kuoni travel concession to its 

renowned Home Design Service.

Time to stop for a coffee? Or in the mood for something a bit more special?  

I mean, it is Christmas after all, head to Benugo, and enjoy a glass of prosecco  

or a signature coffee, grab some lunch or treat yourself to a slice of cake. 

Johnewis

QuadrantDebenhams

M SL &
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FestiveRecipes
Chilli-charred 
Brussels Sprouts
Ingredients: 

- 600g Brussels sprouts, trimmed at the base

- 60ml olive oil

- 4 garlic cloves, peeled and bashed

- 1-2 tsp chilli flakes

- 1 lemon, zested and juiced

Method: 

1. Bring a pan of salted water to the boil. Add 

the Brussels sprouts and cook for 4-5 mins 

until just tender, then drain and leave to 

cool a little before slicing in half vertically.

2. Meanwhile, heat 3 tbsp olive oil in a 

large frying pan over a medium heat, add the garlic 

and cook until golden, but not burnt, for around 4 minutes. 

Use a slotted spoon to remove the garlic and discard. Add 

the chilli flakes and a big pinch of salt to the oil, then put the 

sprouts cut-side down in the pan, and leave them to cook for 

around 10 mins. Don’t be tempted to move them – this ensures 

that they get some colour. Add the remaining olive oil and the 

lemon juice, then cook for a few minutes more.

3. Tip into a large serving platter, top with lemon zest and 

season. These will hold in a low oven for 20 minutes while you  

get everything else ready.

Recipe from Good Food Vegetarian Christmas, November 2017

Bootmaker’s famous Flat Iron Steak 
Ingredients: 
- 340g of flat iron beef (2 steaks)
- 100g button mushrooms 
quartered
- 4g thyme chopped
- 2g parsley
- 2g garlic peeled and chopped
- 25g silver skin onions
- 50ml Red wine
- 1 beef oxo cubes
- 500ml water

Method: 
1. Pre heat oven at 120c.
2. In a pan boil 500ml water, once boiled add the crushed oxo cube, leave on low heat.
3. Heat up a frying pan with a little oil, add the steaks and cook until both sides are brown. Take frying pan off the heat and place the steaks in a roasting tray.
4. Place frying pan back on the heat, add the silver skin onions, reduce heat to medium, cook until slight colour to the onions.  Add chopped garlic and chopped thyme to the onions, mix then add the red wine bring the mix to a boil.
5. Once it’s starting to boil take off heat and pour over the steaks in the roasting tray and also pour over the beef stock, add the quartered mushrooms.
6. Cover the roasting tray with tin foil and roast for  at least 3 hours at 120c.
7. Remove from the oven and serve with mash and vegetables, spoon pour over the gravy mix that the steaks were cooking in.8. Final touch, add a sprig of parsley on top. 

Recipe from the Bootmaker
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Christmas Eve Boxes 

Growing in popularity year on year, Christmas Eve boxes 

are getting bigger and better than ever before. With 

DVD’s now a thing of the past thanks to Netflix, how 

about getting a boardgame instead that the whole family 

can come together and enjoy? Jim and Beth Crozier 

from Counter Culture Games can help you find the right 

game for children, families, and people that just want a 

laugh with their friends.

Fill your Christmas Eve box with sweet treats, matching 

pyjamas and a Christmas book to calm that anticipation 

the night before!

But it wouldn’t be Christmas eve 

without a bit of indulgence for the 

adults. Afterall, it’s not just the big man 

in the red suit who worked hard in 

the lead up to Christmas! Head down 

to Marks & Spencer and grab one of 

their Clementine Gin Liqueur Snow 

Globes, complete with edible floating 

23 carat gold leaf pieces. Or perhaps 

their Belgian Chocolate and Orange 

Panettone is more to your liking.

CHRISTMASPreparation
Make your Christmas merry and bright this year – it’s time to 

roll up your sleeves and get creative.

Head down to the Stables at Hylands Estate and join their 
resident artists for some Christmas workshops with a difference.

Mona Marnell will teach you how to 

create beautiful glass decorations for 

your Christmas tree. With a workshop 

running on the 5th December, you 

can spend the day making your own 

keepsake. Mona will also be hosting 

stained glass Christmas decoration 

workshops on 20th and  

23rd November. 

Both workshops run from  

10am – 4pm and cost £90 per person  

monamarnellglass.co.uk/shop 

Turn your photos into treasured 

keepsakes for loved ones and head 

down to Snappy Snaps in the High 

Street. Don’t forget to get your orders 

for personalised Christmas cards 

in early too, with plenty of designs 

to choose from. Or take your pick 

from a choice of bespoke mugs, 

placemats, mouse mats, cushions, 

bags, jigsaws, aprons, teddies, phone 

covers and plenty more using your 

treasured images. Afterall, nothing 

says Christmas like a personalised 

snow globe! 

If its canvas or prints you’re after, our 

friends at Blue Sky Printing located  

in The Meadows, can help you with 

their specialised chromaluxe printing. 

For something that’s really extra 

special, they can also convert your 

old cine films and video tapes into 

DVD’s to make them easier for loved 

ones to enjoy for years to come.

Join Holly Parr, the resident beaded 

flower artist who will help you create 

an exquisite French beaded sprig of 

mistletoe that lasts forever. Sessions run 

on the 16th and 30th November and 

14th December from 10am – 4pm and 

cost £90 per person. To book, contact 

beadedbloomsshop@gmail.com

If it’s a thoughtful present with the real wow-factor you’re 

after, a session with jeweller Tanya Krackowizer could be 

just what you’re after. Tanya runs a range of one-to-one 

sessions including ‘Make a ring in a day’.  

For further information, visit tlkjewellery.com 
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With well over 50 different 
independent and well-known 
restaurants, bars and cafés 
to choose from, you won’t go 
hungry in Chelmsford. 

Whether it’s a three-course 
gourmet meal with fine wine 
you’re after, or a quick casual 
bite, there is plenty to  
choose from.

MOTO  
PIZZA

Pizza but with a modern twist. Their bottomless 

pizza roulette is an offering of the classics with a 

few wildcards thrown in. A feast for your eyes as 

well as your belly with its quirky interiors.

TURQUOISE 
KITCHEN

A family friendly venue, their dishes originating 

from Turkey’s Southeast Region are homemade 

daily with the freshest ingredients.

A
CANTEEN

Serving great food for 18 years, this family run all 

day restaurant and bar, famous for their all-day 

brunch, will not disappoint.

ZIYARET

Delivering an authentic Mediterranean Turkish 

experience with food that looks too good to eat. 

Known for their friendly staff and excellent service.

PASTASCIUTTA
(In Chelmsford Market, lunch only) 

A real taste of Italy is provided by this husband 

and wife team with freshly made pasta available 

to enjoy in their restaurant or in your own home. 

Either way it’s bellisimo! 

MIDDLETONS

This premium steakhouse and grill is a perfect 

venue for family friendly dining. Their fine cuts 

are delivered fresh daily from their butchery in 

Norfolk, with seafood and vegetarian offerings 

also available. 

PREZZO

For simple, hearty Italian dishes you can’t go 

wrong at Prezzo. From its bruschetta to the 

tiramisu, you can easily believe you are in the 

heart of Rome.

PINCHOS

Say ‘hola!’ to wine and tapas at its best!  

They import many of their ingredients from  

Spain for a truly authentic Spanish taste.

BYRON

For truly scrumptious burgers made from British 

beef you will not be disappointed, pair that with 

an extra thick milkshake you’ll have all the energy 

you need to shop ‘til you drop. 

LAS  
IGUANAS

Vibrant Latin and Central American food with 

distinct flavours paired with a killer cocktail list 

makes it a must visit.

SCHWINGS

Chicken wings have never tasted so good! Jumbo 

in size and flavour, cooked over an open coal 

barbecue for an unforgettable taste. An equally 

yummy vegetarian alternative available with their 

juicy cauliflower florets!

ZEN  
NOODLE BAR

Awesome Asian dining including delicious wok 

fried noodles and rice dishes all in a relaxed 

atmosphere. Portions here are huge so be sure  

to arrive hungry. 



OUR CITY  
WITH A  

BRAND NEW  
IDENTITY

OUR CITY  
WITH A  

BRAND NEW  
IDENTITY

The City of Chelmsford offers so 
much – for individuals of all ages, 
couples, friends, families – our 
diverse culture and lively community 
means that there is plenty going 
on every day. Whether it’s parks 
and museums you’re after, a spot 
of retail therapy or a night out with 
friends, there really is something  
for everyone. 

We’ve got a packed schedule of entertainment 
this Christmas kicking off with our big 
spectacular light switch on event on Sunday 
17th November. Throughout the festive period 
look out for our traditional Victorian carol 
singers, the Spark! Drummers, the cheeky 
skating Christmas puddings, the ever-hilarious 
Granny Turismo and keep your eyes peeled  
for the Lords-a-Leaping and lots of  
other surprises!

But the fun doesn’t stop there. We have 
hundreds of events and activities planned 
throughout the year. From bingo to tribute 
nights, from comedy shows to dance classes. 

If it’s shopping you’re after, we’ve got all your 
favourite stores as well as trade, craft and food 
fayres all year round. Perhaps 2020 marks the 
start of a new hobby – come try your hand at 
the photography workshops or get involved in 
one of the many craft events. For the kids, why 
not take them down to Essex Outdoors for 
some adventure or let them try their hand at 
gardening with Little Acorn workshops at  
RHS Hyde Hall. 

This really is Britain’s newest and most exciting 

place to live, work and flourish.

Visit chelmsfordforyou.co.uk and follow  
@chelmsfordforyou

3 8  | C M 1 S T M A S . C O . U K



Connections

P
A

R
K

IN
G

P

4 0  | C M 1 S T M A S . C O . U K

High Chelmer  
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Park & Ride

Townfield Street 
Multi-Story Car Park

Bond Street  
Car Park

QPark at  
The Meadows

With 1012 spaces, the High Chelmer  
Multi-Story car park is ideally situated for 
access to the High Chelmer shopping mall, 
Chelmsford High Street, Chelmsford Market 
and the library.

With 1500 spaces at Sandon and 1003 
spaces at Chelmer Valley and buses running 
regularly, the two Park & Ride locations make 
Chelmsford easy to access and explore.

729 spaces located right by Chelmsford 
Railway Station and Chelmsford Bus Station.

With 288 spaces, the underground parking 
can be accessed directly off of Bond Street. 
Awarded the Safer Parking Award.

454 spaces and 14 disabled bays, with easy 
access to the Meadows Shopping Centre, High 
Street and Odeon cinema.

›  Open daily from 6am till 10pm / Sundays  
6am-6pm (11pm on Sunday 17th November 
staying open late to accommodate the 
switching on of the Christmas lights)

› Christmas Eve: 6am - 6pm

› Boxing day: 8am - 7pm

› 27th-29th December: 6am - 10pm

› Monday 30th December: 6am - 6pm

›   Tuesday 31st December: 6am - 6pm

› Sandon Monday - Saturday: 7am - 7.30pm

›  Chelmer Valley  
Monday - Friday: 7am - 9.30pm 
Saturday: 7am - 9pm

› Open daily from 5.30am till 11pm / Sundays  
 6am-6pm

› Christmas Eve: 6am - 6pm

› Boxing day: 8am - 7pm

› 27th-29th December: 5.30am - 11pm

› Monday 30th December: 6am - 6pm

› Tuesday 31st December: 6am - 6pm

›  Open 7 days a week: 24 hours a day

›  Open 7 days a week: 24 hours a day

With an abundance of 
connections, public transport 
and car parks, Chelmsford 
couldn’t be easier to get to.



We hope that you have 
enjoyed reading this issue of

Magazine

If you would like to receive an early-bird copy 
next year, delivered straight to your inbox and be 

entered into our

FREE PRIZE DRAW
TO WIN A LUXURY

CHRISTMAS HAMPER
please email

info@onechelmsford.co.uk

quoting code

CM1MAG
*Winner will be drawn at random on Monday 16th December

one chelmsford

A tale of christmas
THE MAN DOWN THE STREET By © Jonathan WeinBerg

It started six weeks before Christmas,

with hopes and wishes and dreams.

To plan the perfect December 25th,

was the children’s magnificent scheme.

Invite all their friends and their family, 

from wherever worldwide they could come.

To be here for a day-long celebration,

packed with partying, food and such fun!  

But one person had not yet accepted,

the request that was put through his door.

The man with the big beard and laughter, 

although he didn’t smile much any more.

So they wrote him more and more letters, 

requesting he attended their soiree.

It wouldn’t be the same without him,

like Santa with no Rudolph or sleigh. 

For the man down the street he was lonely,

sitting cold with little money for heat.

He needed the kindness of strangers,

somewhere warm with mince pies to eat.

But he didn’t want to be trouble,

or spoil their Christmas so jolly. 

So the letters piled up on his doormat,

as their tree was put up with the holly. 

Soon enough it was time for one last sleep,

a final Christmas Eve wish he’d agree.

And when they woke up early that morning,

they placed his pressie right under the tree.

That gift sat there for hours all wrapped up,

the last one left unopened, untouched.

Father Christmas had left them their presents,

but his presence would mean oh so much.

They’d feasted on sweets and some biscuits,

played games with the new toys they had.

They’d stared out of the window still hoping,

when they finally gave up and felt sad.

As the guests were all singing and dancing,

and Christmas joy echoed all round the house.

Suddenly the front doorbell went loudly,

and the children went as quiet as a mouse.

He was stood there holding two stockings,

delighted he’d been invited, you see.

The kids rushed to grab him his present,

amazed, he cried out: “What for me?”

They sat him down comfy on the sofa,

and he was given a mulled wine to drink.

Their Christmas wish, it had been answered,

he smiled broadly and gave them a wink.

As the youngsters played out with snowballs,

and the adults took time to reminisce.

It was time for the Queen’s Speech on telly,

then roast turkey and a mistletoe kiss.

That evening as he dozed by the fire,

tucked up cosy as cosy could be.

The kids looked at each other contently,

he was happy and well-fed, yippee!

It had all flown by ever so quickly,

oh what a memorable party they’d thrown. 

This was one Christmas Day to remember,

knowing their neighbour was not left alone.
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